
Goethals Oil Spill
March/April 2019

LCDR Ryan Clark
Chief, IMD

USCG Sector New York

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Intro.  Before we begin remember to thank NJ DEP and NY DEC for their teamwork.



CALLER REPORTED THE DISCHARGE OF A HEAVY 
FUEL OIL (EXACT TYPE IS UNKNOWN) INTO 
ARTHUR KILL THAT THEY BELIEVE CAME FROM 
THEIR VESSEL (NON-TANKER/ EXACT TYPE OF 
VESSEL IS UNKNOWN).  THE CAUSE OF THE 
DISCHARGE IS UNKNOWN AT THIS TIME. CALLER 
WAS UNCERTAIN OF THE EXACT LOCATION AND 
DID NOT PROVIDE AN ADDRESS OR COORDINATES 
FOR THE LOCATION OF THE INCIDENT).

NRC#1241293
28MAR19
1424

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Started like most cases, for those of you counting, that’s 4 uses of unknown or uncertain, an NRC Report of unknown oil, from an unknown vessel, from an unknown cause, at an uncertain location.



NRC#1241304
28MAR19
1535

CALLER REPORTED THAT A 
VESSEL CREATED A SHEEN ON 
THE WATER DUE TO UNKNOWN 
CAUSE. THERE IS A BOOM 
AROUND THE SHIP.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Whole in hull, exposing fuel tank, 5-7’ below the water line, roughly 2’ x 2’.…. With a potential 300K release, heavy fuel oil.
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Site and sector
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Vessel location, marina, and park
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Presentation Notes
SCC was lucky enough to get a CG overflight.  I was lucky enough to still be at the office and not afraid of heights.
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Presentation Notes
I knew immediately the marina would be a challange
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Presentation Notes
5-6 work boats, skimmers in the water, and sorbents applied.    This was our world of work the next few days.,  vessel decon, collection within containment and the same at the marina across the river.
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Lab confirmed





Stats
 Estimated Overall CG 
expenditure: $ 417,537.25
OSLTF: $80,000 (Direct 
Cost $73,054.00)
CG Support: CG-IC, LSC, 
SITL, LOFR, CG- DIV/GRP 
SUP, 5 ATLANTIC STRIKE 
TEAM MEMBERS, USCG 
DISTR1 PIAT, SCAT
 Personnel on Scene : 10
DAILY (CMD POST: 7; 
FIELD: 3)
 Oil Recovered to date: ≈ 
35,000 gallons oily water



Lessons Learned
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Presentation Notes
The JIC released 8 press releases.
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Presentation Notes
2 districts 5 sectors (North Carolina, Delaware Bay, New Haven)  (Hampton Roads, Maryland NCR,  SE NE)
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