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Background

* USCG personnel often lack local knowledge and institutional memory
of operations

* Responders on scene lack access to historical case information in real
time.

* Planners lack easy-to-access data to aid informed decision making.



Geographic Information Systems

“A geographic information system
(GIS) is a computer system for
capturing, storing, checking, and
displaying data related to positions on ;
Earth's surface. By relating seemingly A e (R
unrelated data, GIS can help LA
individuals and organizations better
understand spatial patterns and =L .
relationships.”

- National Geographic



Ground Work

* SEC NY IMD Team members recorded GPS locations of every spill &
reported spill along with other essential data.

* Data scrubbed for accuracy, consistency, and formatting.
e Data entered and manipulated in Microsoft excel.

e Submitted to NOAA for publication to ERMA.
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What can you do?

* Catalogue and publish your data.

* Create your own EMRA Layers.



