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NOAA Marine Debris Program1



NOAA Marine Debris Program
Established in 2006 by Congress as the federal lead for marine debris

Mission: to investigate and prevent the adverse impacts of marine debris
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Emergency Response Project Overview2
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Phases of Response

Source: Adapted from DHS National Disaster Recovery Framework 2016 and City of Seattle 2015
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Project History
2011 Japan Tsunami

2012 Superstorm Sandy



Preparedness Project Goal
Improve preparedness for response to 
and recovery from acute marine 
debris incidents in coastal states



How?
Coordination and relationship building 
before a disaster.



1. Develop guidance 
documents that facilitate 
action

2. Conduct marine debris 
response exercises/drills 

3. Support the integration of 
content into other plans and 
trainings

Objectives

City of Mexico Beach
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Response Guide Contents and Tools3



Clarify 
organization roles

Why a Response Guide?

Clarify roles
Better understand 
organization roles 
and responsibilities

Single location
All information is 
accessible in one 
single document

Identify gaps
Discuss challenges 
and needs prior to

 a storm



Publications
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Guide Scope
Focus on marine debris
● Solid material (including vegetative debris)
● Result of acute disaster / incident
● Poses a threat

Target audience: All levels of government, responders



Guide Contents
● Introduction
● Background Risk: Foreseeable 

Incidents and Debris Types
● Response Map
● Roles, Responsibilities, and 

Jurisdictions
● Permitting and Compliance 

Requirements
● Challenges, Needs, and 

Recommended Actions
● Contact Information
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Thank you!

Katie Morgan
Mid-Atlantic Regional Coordinator

katie.morgan@noaa.gov


