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MERMAN

• USCG Commandant Instruction 
16000.14B

• Updated 24 March 2025
• Purpose: 

• Establishes CG policies, 
guidelines,& procedures for MER. 

• Provides general information for 
use in activities and operations.

The Marine 
Environmental 
Response and 
Preparedness 

Manual 



MERMAN 
Organization 

Instruction divided into six chapters:

Chapter 1 - MER Program

Chapter 2 - MER Administration

Chapter 3 - MER Training

Chapter 4 - MER Planning

Chapter 5 – MER Preparedness & Compliance

Chapter 6 – MER Operations



MERMAN

• How does this Coast Guard Instruction guide 
the Coastal Area Committees…



Area Contingency Plans

• MERMAN covers ACP Review Process
– Annual Validation of contact info
– Incorporate lessons-learned
– Validate Geographic Response Strategies
– Validate Worst Case Discharges
– Document changes



Area 
Contingency 
Plans

• Five Year Revisions
– ACPs formally approved by District 

Commanders
– National Review Panels
– Pass Back Memos
– Five Year ACP Improvement Plans



NRP Pass-Back Memo



Regional 
Response Team

Areas where the RRT can 
support Area Committees.



Endangered Species Act
Consultations 

ACPs must include 
names/contact info for 

reps from FWS & National 
Marine Fisheries Service & 
parameters of when to call 

them.

ACPs must include list of 
federally threatened & 

endangered species in AOR 
& list appropriate 

organization to consult 
with.



Essential Fish Habitats (EFH)
Consultations  

ACPs must include a list 
of EFHs & Habitat Areas 

of Particular Concern 
within the geographical 

area covered.

ACPs must contain 
names & contact info for 

EFH representatives.



Historic 
Preservation 
Act 

Compliance & 
Pre-Spill 
Coord 

• As part of ACP planning activities, FOSCs must 
engage with State Historic Preservation Officers, 
federal land managing agencies, and Federally 
Recognized Tribes.
– ID previously recorded historic & cultural 

resources.
– ID locations of specific historic properties 

that have been listed as eligible for inclusion 
in the National Register of Historic Places.

– Develop list of parties to be notified in the 
event of an incident.

– ID names & contact info for Historic Property 
Specialists, State Historic Preservation 
Officers, Tribal Historic Preservation Officers 
& any applicable Tribal organizations for pre-
spill & emergency consultation notifications.
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