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CONSULTATION COMPLETE 

Step 8b: Services issue a BO 
without an ITS; Consultation on 
individual emergency response 

actions may be necessary; follow 
emergency consultation 

procedures or instructions 
contained in BO 

Step 8a: Services issue a 
Biological Opinion (BO) & 
Incidental Take Statement 

(ITS) 

Step 7b: If action(s) are "likely to adversely affect," 
the Action Agency requests formal consultation on 

those species & critical habitat 

Step 7a: If action(s) "may effect, but are not likely to 
adversely affect" species & critical habitat, the Action 
Agency requests concurrence; if the Services agree, 

Services complete Letters of Concurrence 

Step 6: Action Agency works with Services to incorporate any missing information sufficient to initiate 
consultation and any conservation measures as part of the proposed action(s) 

Tool: Development of Conservation Measures, to be included into ACPs & response ops/ICS 204s (assignments); 
some measures will be regionally developed 

Step 5: Action Agency requests informal consultation & submits draft BE with determinations other than "no 
effect" to Services; if "no effect," Action Agency drafts memo to file 

Tools: Template informal consultation request, memo to file 

Step 4: Action Agency fills in BE Template based on results of Steps 2 and 3  
Tools: BE Template 

Step 3: Services aid in development of Species List and Species Screening tool (based on region) 
Tool: NMFS/USFWS Screening Tool 

Step 2: Action Agency modifies/reviews Response Action Matrix with Services 
Tool: Response Action Matrix  

Step 1: Action Agency submits request for technical assistance 
Tool: Template Technical Assistance Letter, specifically requesting help with Steps 2 and 3 
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