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Crude Oil Rail Routes in NYS Counties:
• Albany 
• Cayuga
• Chautauqua
• Clinton
• Erie 
• Essex
• Genesee
• Greene
• Herkimer
• Madison
• Monroe
• Montgomery
• Oneida
• Onondaga
• Orange
• Rockland
• Saratoga
• Schenectady
• Ulster
• Washington
• Wayne 
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NYS Navigation Law - March 28, 2015
• Increase in Fees and Surcharges began 

September 2015
• Fund Ceiling increase from $23M to $40M
• Up to $2.1M for use to fund:
 Acquisition and maintenance of petroleum spill 

prevention, response, or personal safety equipment 
including those for emergency services agencies 
and personnel

 Necessary response drills and exercises
 Mapping, analysis, and plans, e.g., SRMs & GRPs
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Crude Oil Incident Planning/Response

• Inter-Agency Working Group:
• DEC, DHSES (OEM, OFPC), DOH, DOT, 

NYSP (EM)
• US EPA, USCG

• Integrating public safety, public health 
and fire suppression actions into existing 
“traditional” spill response framework:
• Area Contingency Plans (ACPs)
• Geographic Response Plans (GRPs)

• Goal: Single, coordinated response
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Sensitive Resource Maps (SRMs) 
Inland Zone

• Will address the current lack of sensitive 
resource mapping along the railroad 
corridors transporting unit trains of crude oil 

• Developed by DEC staff using existing:
• Databases maintained by NYSDEC
• DER, DOW, DFWMR, Habitat
• Also external databases
• DOH, NYSEd, OCFS, DHSES, OPRHP

•Utilizes publically available data if possible
However, some security sensitive info needs to be 
used by conditional permission (FOUO)
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GRP Statewide Plan

• Met with county planning groups 
including the local emergency 
planning committee 

• Walked local groups through the 
process of GRP development

• Presented Sensitive Resource Maps 
to the group and explained use in 
GRP development
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GRP Statewide Plan

• Results from the meeting:
 Gained local knowledge for use in 

identifying priority areas for GRPs
 Selected priority areas for GRP 

development
 GRP data collection forms developed 

based on this meeting for use in 
developing other GRPs
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Geographic Response Plan Status
21 Counties – All initial meetings with Local Responders and 
Officials are complete.
Approximately 300 Site Specific GRPs are under preparation
7 of 21 counties are final, in PDF format, and posted on the 
Open Sharepoint Site.
The Full data package (ie, Arcmap, Google Earth, and Microsoft 
Publisher Files) are not yet complete, but the static PDF is 
available and in use (see Ripley).
4 of the remaining 14 are undergoing final revision after the 
county steering committee review
10 left to send to the Counties for review. 
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Equipment/Training

OFPC Foam Trailers deployed – training now 
nearly complete

DEC Trailer delivery expected in coming weeks 
– training under development by DEC 
Contractors – Parsons/O’Brien and 
Gere/Gallagher Marine
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Ripley GRP
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Thank You

Dennis Farrar
Emergency Management Unit
NYSDEC

Dennis.Farrar@dec.ny.gov

518-402-9543 (office)
518-461-4406 (cell) 
518-457-7362 (24 hour Spill Hotline)
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