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NOAA In the Caribbean - Steering Committee Members 
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NOAA In the Caribbean Mission 
• Initiated by NOAA’s Southeast And Caribbean 

Regional Collaboration Team in 2011

• A forum for communication, partnership, and user 
engagement to: 
– improve coordination and application of NOAA capabilities 

by enhancing internal NOAA communications on Caribbean 
efforts

– identify and respond to local and regional challenges, 
needs, and opportunities in the Caribbean

– work within NOAA to inform and champion resourcing of 
and support for Caribbean efforts
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NOAA Carib Scope – Caribbean LME 
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NOAA 
Caribbean 

e-Newsletter

To subscribe  e-mail us at 
CaribbeanNews@noaa.gov
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NOAA In The Caribbean Website 

http://www.regions.noaa.gov/secar/index.php/noaa-in-the-caribbean/
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NOAA Caribbean Strategy

http://www.regions.noaa.gov/secar/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/NOAA-
Caribbean-Strategy-Final-June-23-2014-FINAL.pdf

Goal 1: Improved Conservation and 
Management of Ocean and Coastal 
Ecosystems and Resources

Goal 2: Strengthened Understanding of, and 
Adaptation to, a Changing Climate

Goal 3: Enhanced multi-hazard monitoring, 
forecasting, and risk management
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2016 NOAA Carib Partners Meeting   

• Trainings
– Coastal Resilience / Grants writing training 

• Highlights NOAA activities in Caribbean
– Coral work
– Hazards 
– Placed based efforts 

• Priority setting   
– Updating and prioritizing Carib Strategy goals 1 & 3
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NOAA Activities 
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2016 Partners Meeting Focus on 
Hazards and Ecosystems  



Office for Coastal Management

Preliminary Priorities for Ecosystems Goal
• Better execute existing laws and regulations on critical 

habitats, protected species and protected areas through multi-
agency effort.

• Enhance fisheries regulatory compliance though increased 
enforcement capacity and strength and leverage Joint 
Enforcement agreements.

• Economic valuation for marine resources and criteria for 
prioritization of areas through implementation of the SPAW.

• Enhance biogeographic assessment to map and characterize 
coastal and marine ecosystems to identify and develop 
ecosystem based decision-making tools and trainings.



Office for Coastal Management

Preliminary Priorities for Hazards Goal  
• Increase the dissemination of timely and effective warnings and 

forecasts and increase the number and frequency of multi-hazard 
outreach and education through partnerships with community groups, 
schools, and the media. 

• Provide expertise, training and equipment to advance seafloor 
mapping (bathymetry, habitat, and sediment /sand) mapping, focusing 
on the nearshore, coastal lagoons, nearshore riverine and estuarine 
areas  in the US Caribbean.

• Strengthen and maintain a modernized and sustainable sea level, 
meteorological, hydrographic survey framework, maintain and expand 
water level and geophysical observation stations; and construct a 
regional integrated knowledge management and archival for 
oceanographic observation, social and economic data and information  
to facilitate data acquisition, sharing, and archiving. 
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Next Steps 
• Share all identified priority activities with meeting 

attendees and key NOAA and Partner offices  that 
were absent.  

• Have them all provide input on the priorities to 
NOAA Carib SC

• Provide another opportunity (virtual) to prioritize 
activities 

• Settle on one or two that we want to take to partner 
and NOAA leadership to push forward. 
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Questions?

bill.obeirne@noaa.gov
or 

carolina.hincapie@noaa.gov
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NOAA Caribbean Strategy  
• Goal 1: Improved Conservation and Management of 

Ocean and Coastal Ecosystems and Resources
– Enhance And Support Capacity For Ecosystem-Based, Sustainable Management Of 

Marine Resources To Maintain Or Increase Their Ecological And Economic Value
– Reduce the negative impact of human activities on watersheds and coastal waters, 

and build capacity for improved marine and coastal resource management practices
– Assist the conservation and recovery of species specially protected by laws or 

international protocols or forums
– Increase the understanding of connectivity to improve management of living marine 

resources throughout the region
– Increase abilities of Caribbean region nations to maintain the flow of ecosystem 

goods and services to sustain and improve their economies and well-being
– Develop and enhance partnerships to advance regional governance and the 

sustainable management of Caribbean marine resources
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NOAA Caribbean Strategy  
• Goal 2: Strengthened Understanding of, and 

Adaptation to, a Changing Climate
– Improve scientific understanding and prediction of changing 

climate in the Caribbean
– Improve scientific understanding of how Caribbean 

resources and ecosystems are impacted by a changing 
climate

– Support adaptation and mitigation options through 
sustained, reliable, and timely climate services

– Foster a climate-literate public that understands its 
vulnerabilities to a changing climate and is able to make 
informed decisions
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NOAA Caribbean Strategy 
• Goal 3: Enhanced multi-hazard monitoring, forecasting, 

and risk management
– Build technical capabilities to use sea level, meteorological, 

hydrographic and spatial positioning services

– Increase technical capacity for environmental monitoring and 
forecasting to increase resilience of Caribbean communities

– Assist governments in integrating social science and 
socioeconomic factors into disaster and emergency planning

– Enhance the capacity for multi-hazard disaster preparedness 
in the Caribbean region
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NOAA Carib Strategy Goals and Objectives 
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