
Gold King Mine Release Incident 

  

On-Site Safety Briefing 

ICP Durango, CO  
 



Overview  
 

ÅWeather 

ÅAltitude 

ÅWildlife 

ÅSite Hazards 

ÅDriving Safety 

ÅWater Sampling 

ÅHeavy Equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ÅMine Operations 

ÅConfined Space 

ÅPPE 

ÅOEP 

ÅSafety Policy 

ÅHealth & Wellness 

ÅKeeping You Safe! 

 

 

 

 

 



ÅCold nights can be below freezing in some areas 
ÅWarm daytime temperatures of 70-80 degrees F 
ÅWearing several layers of clothing provides 

better insulation in cold  
ÅShed layers as daytime temps warm up 
ÅStorms can move in quickly and unexpectedly, 

especially in the mountains 
ÅExpect Rain, Snow, Sleet, Hail, Lightening  

 

Weather 



Snow, Sleet and Hail can 
be expected near the Mine  



Altitude Sickness (>11,000 ft. at mine)  

ï it may take several days to acclimate! 

ÅHeadache 

ÅLoss of appetite 

ÅStomach ache, vomiting 

ÅLoss of energy 

ÅInsomnia 

ÅDizziness  

 



Wildlife 
 
ÅBears 

ÅDeer 

ÅElk 

ÅMountain Lions 

ÅSnakes 

ÅInsects 

 



Bear Crossing Road 



Elk Crossing 





Site Hazards 

Driving, Driving, Driving ! 

Å  Narrow roads 

Å  Steep grade 

Å  No shoulder       

Å  No guardrail 

Å  Unpaved, unstable roads 

Å  Falling rocks 

Å  Wildlife crossing 

 



Travel up to Mine Portal (Adit)  



Travel from Durango  
to Silverton is over the 
Mountains on a steep, 
narrow highway with  
sharp curves, many 
areas without guard  
rails or shoulders  



Highway 550 ï Silverton, CO 





Driving Safety 

ÅIncreased traffic on roads due to tourists  
 
ÅExpect rain, ice or snow on mountain roads  

 
ÅLimit driving in evening after long work shift!  

 
ÅWildlife move at dawn, dusk & after dark along roads  

 
ÅMountain highways - steep, curves with no protection  

 
ÅNarrow gravel or dirt Mine roads with uneven surfaces 
  
ÅIf you are uncomfortable driving ï DONôT DRIVE! 

 
  

 
 



 

ÅSlips Trips and Falls  
   - Uneven and Unsteady ground 

 

ÅHeavy Equipment Operations  
   - Be alert, wear PPE! 
   - Noise Hazard 
 
ÅConfined Space   
   - Mine Adit 
 

Other Site Hazards:  



Gravel Road from Silverton to Gladstone Staging Area 



Water Sampling ï unstable rocks 



Steep Banks and Deep Water 



Heavy Equipment 

ÅHeavy equipment is being used near the mine 

  

ÅBlind spots and wide swings are common so be 
vigilant and watchful of your surroundings  

 

ÅMaintain eye contact with the operator 

 

ÅRemember that they have the right of way!  

 

ÅFollow direction of Safety Officer & Site Manager 

 

 






