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In response to this large increase in crude-by-rail traffic, the 
Governor of New York issued Executive Order 125 directing 
state agencies to strengthen the state’s preparedness for 
incidents involving crude oil transportation. New York State’s 
(NYS) Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), in 
collaboration with the Department of Homeland Security & 
Emergency Services and Department of Health, are leading a 
multi-stakeholder effort to develop Inland GRPs for the 21 NYS 
counties currently impacted by crude-by-rail transportation.
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New York State’s Inland Geographic Response Plans

Brought to you by…….

Kirsten Anderson1, Thomas Festa2, Dennis Farrar3, Kyle 
Kolwaite4, Scott Stanton4, Peter Alberti4, Logan Reid4, Rob 
Schrader5, Jason Maddox5, V. Lyle Trumbull4

1NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation, 2NYS Dept. of 
Transportation, 3HGA, 4OBG, 5Gallagher Marine Systems
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GRP Development

A tiered approach was used to develop NYS GRPs:

Tier 1: County steering committees were established consisting 
primarily of local first response agencies, as well as their state 
and federal partners. Utilizing Sensitive Resource Maps 
developed by NYSDEC, coupled with local steering committee 
input, location-specific response plans were identified. 
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GRP Development

A tiered approach was used to develop NYS GRPs:

Tier 2: Location-specific response plans were drafted, reviewed 
by the NYSDEC and steering committees and set as final 
working “evergreen” documents, which are open for 
update/refinement at any time in the future.
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Priorities for Protection

• Sensitive Human Populations
• Environmentally Sensitive Areas
• Critical Infrastructure
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There are 24

GGRPs for the 
entire state.

There are 24 
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The Site-specific GRPs are the highest resolution response plans. In 
addition to sensitive environmental resources and booming 
strategies, these plans identify the locations of sensitive human 
receptors (e.g., schools, daycare centers, assisted living centers, 
etc.), critical infrastructure, and fire suppression assets. 

.

Site-specific GRP (many/county)
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Example 
Geographic 

Response Plan

There are 304 GRPs 
for the 850 miles of 
NYS railroad track
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The backside of the GRP provides a general checklist of response 
considerations, a list of agency and industry notification numbers, 
the address for fire suppression resources, and phone numbers for 
each sensitive receptor facility within 0.5 miles of the tracks.
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Example of back 
of GRP -
Notifications and 
Actions 
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Response Strategy

To date, 523 booming 
opportunities have been
identified and 352 have 
been field-verified
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Initial Response Equipment
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State Fire - Foam Caches

Pre-positioned Foam 
trailers in Clinton and 
Essex Counties enable 
response to Lake 
Champlain areas in less 
than two hours
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New York State’s Inland Geographic Response Plans

Brought to you by…….

Kirsten Anderson1, Thomas Festa2, Dennis Farrar3, Kyle 
Kolwaite4, Scott Stanton4, Peter Alberti4, Logan Reid4, Rob 
Schrader5, Jason Maddox5, V. Lyle Trumbull4

1NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation, 2NYS Dept. of 
Transportation, 3HGA, 4OBG, 5Gallagher Marine Systems
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Thank You

Kevin Hale, Chief 
Emergency Response Coordination
NYS Department of Environmental Conservation

Email: Kevin.Hale@dec.ny.gov
Phone – 518-402-9583
Cell – 518-281-7347
24 Hour DEC Dispatch – 800-457-7362

mailto:Kevin.Hale@dec.ny.gov
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